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Notations 

Instrument Notation Explanation Effect (approx.) 
All 

 

Normal trill, start with fast speed right away (compare with below). Accidental applies 
to the alternating note. 

 

 

Trill with a slow start then accelerate to a fast speed. Accidental applies to the 
alternating note. 

 

 

If the noted speed of the tremolo seems impossible, play as fast as possible. 
Otherwise play at the noted speed. 

 

 

 

Pitch bend at the approximate location of the symbol to a quartertone lower 
except otherwise noted. 
Strings use portamento. Woodwinds use lip glissando. 

  

 

 
Quartertone accidentals: 3/4 flat, 1/4 flat, 1/4 sharp, 3/4 sharp. Woodwind figure chart 
is attached. 

 

 

At the end of the note slide to an arbitrary pitch unless noted. 

 

 

Glissando.  

Flute 

 

Normal sound; half aeolian sound; pure aeolian sound. Play a smooth transition when 
they are noted in sequence. 

 



Instrument Notation Explanation Effect (approx.) 

 

Fluttering  

 

Jet whisle  

Clarinet 

 

Bisbigliando  

Violin and 
Cello 

(m.) s.p. (molto) sul ponticello  
s.t. Sul tasto  
ord. Ordinario  

 Bartók (snap) pizzicato  
+ Left hand pizzicato  

 

Left finger pressure:  normal/medium/light. Play a smooth transition when an arrow 

is present. 

 

Piano 
 

8vb clef 
 

 











Flute

Clarinet in A

Violin

Violoncello

Piano

q=60



pp 

p decresc. pp

q=60

p decresc. pp


  

  

  

  

  

  

       

Ballade

Xavier Shuang Xu (b.1988)

      

      

m.s.p.
5 5

  
pizz.

 

        

 

al fine




  



  





 





   


 







  


  




  


  




  














Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

pp

8

pp 


pp

sempre  pp

ppp sempre ppp

sempre pp

   

   

   

   

   

   

    
           3 3

   
3 3

   

(m.s.p.)
5

 
5

    

 




          

   


      

   


  



 




 




    
  

  





  


  




  


 





  


 
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

  p

14

mp  

pp p

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
3 6 5





3


 
(m.s.p.)

 

  

 





             

























         




  
 




 


 



  

  


 






  


  





  






 



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












Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.


p 

18

mp 

mp pp ppp p pp ppp

p mp mf f

Vc.

Pno.

mf ad lib.
stringendo

 f mp

23

















 
 


  


   3 5

3

5


 

 



(m.s.p.)
3 3


3 3

 




 










arco
sul C






  

3 
ord.

port.
s.p.



ord.
pizz. rit.



3 3

5




    
     

   
   
       

     
   

  





   




   



   




  




  


 


 





     

 


    


     

    



  
       

  



       

 


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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

q=72

24



mf

pp

pp sempre

q=72

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


 


3 3 3

   

 

s.p. 

 




ord.





5




   







              

    







    




             

 
  


  


  




   
     

    



  


      


  


 



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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mp ff fp mf

28

mf 

mp ff p

mf f mf f sf pp





 




  3 5





s.p. ord. sul D
s.t.5

 

arco




    
 

pizz.6
3 3









          
    

    
    








          

    
         

         

 
   

     



 


 


  

 
    




    
 

   

6











Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f p
sf mf

31

mp f p

mp mf

mf p mf p pp mf



 






5

 




ord.



arco

 
pizz.

arco







          
       


 


 






 

      

  

                 

  


 



 
 

 






  


   

 




    
 
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f mf dim. p

33



p

p f p pp



        
       

 33

5 5 3

 



m.s.p.

6

sul A
3

6

  
pizz.









        

  

  
      



    


  



    


                              



  




 


  

     
 

 


 


 


  
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f ff

35

mf f

ff

mf f



3











3


 



ord.

6 3

5

 

arco  










  




 


     

 
 

            

               
    






    

       

 
 

     
 

 
 

 

 


 


  
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

38

mf non legato

quasi port.

ff

p

 




  
6

  

 

sul E

s.t. ord.




      




pizz.

3 3







        
  

 

        

  
 


   

          

 


  

 
 

    

 
 

 


 



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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mp mf

40

f ff mp mf

mp
mf



  
  


 

5


   



sul G

s.t.



ord.

   




 

3 3 6









  

       
  

    

    






  

 








 




   

  





   

 
    




    
 

 


 



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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

43

fp



   

  

5



   


 

 s.p3

 







 
 



 






   

         
  

  

    
   

  
         












   





   

 
    




    
 

 


 



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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

p

46

pp

p
 mf


 






   




 

6


6


arco 

     

5







  

 



 











    













                 

  


  
 


      




   

 
    




    
 

 


 



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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f ff

49

 f

ff

f mp ff p



  






 

3

  

ord.
5







3










   


pizz.

 

3
3







   

    

                


    

   

   
    

 


   
   

    


  


 


   

     




    
 

 









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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mp f

52

mp

mp f

mp f p

p

 





6

 

 



5 

 

arco

 
  

  


 
3 3

3
3 3







     
  

 

 
        


    

 

                


     




    

 

15











Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mp f mp

54

 mf 

mp f mp

mf








6 5




 





3 3


pizz.







                  

   

 
         

          


      

    
 

 


 


 


  
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f mp

56

mp cresc.

f mp p mf





      

6 5 3 3 3

 




 




m.s.p.


5

3
5

 







    



        



    













      

        
  




 

  

    

        
 

 
 

 


 


 



 


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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf f

accel. q=80

59

mf p mf

p f mp f

p f
mp

mp

accel. q=80

 

 

 

 

 

 


5

         3


3 3





ord.

3
3 6


arco 




pizz.















  

 

      





  

 
   

               











       









 

 
       

   


  


  


 

 
 


 

            

 
 

 


  
  

 
   
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

62

f
mp

mf
fp fp mf

f mp mf f



   6


3 3

3



s.p.
3 3 3 ord.



3 3 3



arco


3 

3  
 






3
5 3









 

  


  


  

   
    

  
      

       


 








   









  









 

 
    

 

  


     

      
 

 


  



 
 

          

        
 

   
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
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

Fl.
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Vln.

Vc.
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ff

65

f

ff
mf p fp

mp ff p




 



 
m.s.p.6


pizz.

(pizz.)




 

3









   




     







  





 



  

       


   

   
     

 
           


   


        




          

    


    
 

    
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

68

mp

mp f p mp

f p

 





3


3






ord.





(pizz.)

(ord.)
arco


 


 m.s.p.


3











 


    


        


    
 



  

  
        

  

      




    


 
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


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Cl.
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f

mp



6 6 6





s.p. 55 5


ord.
pizz.






                    

   


 






















   


  











 




 

    
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Vc.
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f mf fp f

71

mf mp f f mp

mf
sf


6

 

    

5
6 5


3 3



ord. s.p.  

3

5 5 5


arco sul D

s.p.



6 6








             
  

      
  

     


 




























             


  


  




                


 









  





 

 





    


 
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
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Vln.

Vc.
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mf f mf p
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mp

f
ff

p





 


5 3


3




3
33 3



s.t.
35 5



ord.



3






   
  

             


 



      

 

     


  



   






























 

 
         
















 




 
 


   




 

         

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Cl.
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ff mp
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mf

ff

mf



     5


   

3



ord.
6


pizz.

arco

    

m.s.p.

5









 
   

    


      


     

  

          
   


  

 
 






 
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







Fl.
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Vln.

Vc.
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sf p mf
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ff f mp

p

p



    
3


5 3

  
   3

6 3



m.s.p.


6 6


 ord.

pizz.







    

    








 

  
     



     
  

 




 

  

























 


 


    

















  



 
 



 
  


 

         

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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f mf p

78

f
f

p mf p mf f

mf





 


5 3


  

3 3



ord.





6

3

 








                   


    




     

       
    


   

    

 








 

 









 


 


 

  
 

    
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







Fl.
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Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

f ff sf
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ff 

p

f
mf



       3




3

  

 


arco



 (sul G)      








    




 







 


 


  

 

  
       


 





 

 


    




 


   


 
 


    



 

 









 


 






    


   
 



   
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






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Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

p f p f p
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fp f p f fp mf ff mf

f p  p mf pp

f pp f p  mf

 




 


 
3


      

  
  

3 3

3 3 3

 

s.p.



3 3


s.p.




ord.
pizz.









  

     




 

        
    


          

  

 

     
   

      

  




   
 


  


 
 




   

 



 
























    


   
 



   
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f

f


  








           
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


m.s.p.












       


  

                   

 

 

     
 




 
 



   



 




  



   
  



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p
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mp mf

mf ff pp fpp




       






 3

3

 6


3 3



(m.s.p.)        
5 5

3 3


arco 

3

5




 

 

                



 

   
 


 

  

       

           
           

 
   


       


   























 
 





   



 
 




      
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

sf

90

f sf
ff

sf pp

f mf ff




3







    

5

 

(m.s.p.) 
 




       







  











  







 














  

       
  


  

     

  


   

          


 




  














 




 


 




  

 


   
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf pp f p

92

mp f ff f

fp sf fp fp

f





 


5

3



     

5





   (m.s.p.)













pizz.




 

        
   

         

 

   




    
    





        

  


  





 
 





   



 







 
  




   
 





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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf sf

94

sf mf sf ff

f p f

mf

poco a poco cresc. al





 5

3




3




3 3

 

ord.
pizz.  


arco




 



 

pizz.











  
            

  
    



  
   

       

 



    

  
     



 

 
 

 
      









 



 




 


 
 





   



 
 



      
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf f

96

sf f mf f

f p





 


6 







 




3

3 



s.p.
arco










 
    

   
   


    

 

        


      




  

     




    





 






 
  











 

   

 


 





  
 



   
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

p pp

98

mf f p

f mp f p



  3




 


3



(s.p.)



ord.
pizz.

3 6


arco


  









3

3




 




 

 


 




  



  
  






    
      


 

              


 
    

 



            

 
  

 

      


 
 


      



 

     
    



   
 





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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

ff p mf

100

f ff f
sf mf

p f








3

 

s.p.
arco


pizz.

(ord.)
arco



  

 



s.p.






 



 
       



  


 

     

     
 


   

 

   


 








 

    





   


      



 
 



      
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

 mf

102

mp f mf

p 

f







3
5 3


3 3



s.t.





m.s.p. ord.
pizz.




 

          


 





 




 


    

        

                    

       



  





 

     


    






  


 

 



 




  

 



   
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







Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

sf mp

104

ff sf mf

f
mf




      


3 3










3 3


ord.




6 3



arco


 

 
 



pizz.




 




 





 


      

    



 





          






 















  








  



 

 
 


    

  
  



      


         
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