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Instrumentation 

 
violin solo (with amplification) 
1 piccolo 
2 flutes 
2 oboes 
2 clarinets 
2 bassoons 
1 contrabassoon 
4 horns in F 
3 trumpets in B-flat 
3 trombones 
1 tuba 
1 timpani 
Percussions: 

Iron slices1 - Bass Drum - Cymbals - Snare Drum - Triangle - Tam-tam - Whip - Paper Bag2 - Udu - Box3 - Guiro - Finger Cymbals - 
Wind Chimes - Glockenspiel - Xylophone 

1. Iron Slice is a big thin slice made of iron or steel, which can make a metallic and bright sound by shaking or brandishing. 
2. Paper Bag is disposable after one blast, so the percussionist should prepare an abundant number of paper bags.  
3. Box is a set of three musical boxes in different pitches. 

 
1 harp 
20+15 violins (div.: 5*4+5*3) 
12 violas (div.: 3*4) 
10 cellos (div.: 3+4+3) 
8 basses (div.: 2*4) 
 
Duration: c.a. 25 min 
 
Copyright Notice: 
The theme of ‘Chi’s Sweet Home’ (by Masumi Itō) is quoted as a material in the episode ‘Appearing on TV’. 
 
  



Performance Notes 

 
Strings:  

 glissando to a major second at the end of the note, direction indicated by the curve. 

 highest possible pitches 

 Heavy bow pressure to produce dry and rattling sounds. 
 
Use equal divisions unless specifically notated. 
 
Specials for solo violin:  
mm. 334, the trill notes are notated by the position of the wavy lines. They are approximate.  
mm.386, improvise the note F for about 20 seconds in any fashion until the orchestra enters. The violinist can use any extend techniques, 
special articulations and bowing methods, including whistling or the use of auxiliary instruments. 
mm.412, slow trills or slides around the approximately noted pitches. 
Starting from mm.471, some percussion style techniques are employed. 

 pat the four strings on the fingerboard with 

 knock the wood with finger tips 

 knock the wood with finger joints 

 bowing beyond the bridge on the noted string: Line 1- 4 representing G D A E. 

 
Amplifier: The acoustic engineer who controls the amplifier of the solo violin should be aware that the volume of the solo violin must be 
adjusted at times, and also understand the musical character of the solo violin to better implement the control. Though the staff gives a 
reference on the volume control, the engineer must hear the soloist playing and react according to live effects. The number of lines of the 
staff is proportional to the volume preferred, but there are no strict rules. Actual tuning depends on the real effect of the orchestra and the 
solo violin.  
 
Percussions: 

Triangle:  muted. 

Cymbal:  rubbing. 

 
 
  



Program notes 

 
The following is an account of from the composer on the motivation and consideration inside the score, from which the readers can 
acquire accurate understanding and analytic information of the music. 
 
The subtitle of Cat is a symphonic concerto for violin and orchestra and it makes the distinction against a violin concerto in the sense that 
the orchestral part also exhibits interplaying and contrasting materials in parallel to the pronounced character of the solo violin. Although 
a full double wind orchestra is used, from time to time only a small subset of chamber scale dominates the sound production. 
 
The work is divided into 17 episodes, each of them having an explanatory title as the following 
The Debut – The Swing – The Chase – Cadenza I – A Doze –A Parade Fantasy – The Real Parade – Being A Thinker – Exotic 
Adventures – The Seesaw Trouble & Cadenza II – Self-indulgence – Tempted By Birds – Schrödinger’s Reference – The Rattling Door – 
The Skeleton – Appearing on TV – Where Is My Tail? 
 
The primary musical materials are a long lyrical phrase and a group of unsettling notes on a distant register. The lyrical melody leaps 
between the low and high register, and sometimes it is disturbed by abrupt ideas. There is a broad spectrum of emotions and enough 
alternation of those. The contrasts between registers and timbres govern the development of the music.  
 
This work is largely atonal; however, the tonality does emerge at some places. The three-pitch set [0, 1, 4] is the core of development 
while all the episodes end with a minor triad which signifies the next one and sparks expectation. The result is a reversed version of 
traditional harmony. Instead of dissonance waiting to be resolved, here, it is so prevalent that instances of consonance and tonality 
become unnatural and demand resolution. 
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