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Performance note 
Most of the special techniques and notations are in the third movement “Space”. 
Many performance instructions are provided in score. This document explains the symbols and notations.  
 
Tempo noted by “bar” = x” means that the duration of a bar (with either dashed or normal bar lines) is x seconds. 
 
Piano pedal: 
RP0/2: no right pedal; 
RP1/2: right pedal half depressed; 
RP2/2: right pedal fully depressed; 
LP: left pedal fully depressed. 
 
Cello: 

notation  meaning comments 
(m.) s.p. (molto) sul ponticello Default is ord. Takes effect is until the next change. 

Play a smooth transition when an arrow is present. (m.) s.t. (molto) sul tasto 
ord. Ordinario 
c.l. Col legno batutto  

 Bartók (snap) pizzicato  
+ Left hand pizzicato  

 

Left finger pressure:  normal/medium/light.  Play a smooth transition when an arrow is present. 

 Quartertone accidentals: 3/4 flat, 1/4 flat, 1/4 sharp, 
3/4 sharp.  

 

 
At the end of the note slide to the noted pitch   

 

portamento  
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spiccato Bouncing bow 

 

Accelerated spiccato Effect is like  

 

 
Trill with the note in the parenthesis, finger techniques 
apply  

 
let ring  

 
 
Piano notations: 

: large accidentals apply to all notes. 
 

  depress the keys silently 
 

 
 
This excerpt is played inside the piano.  
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 sweep the strings with fingernail.  
The first bar in this excerpt is realized by sweeping the nail over the string triplet of the G note near the mute. The glissandi after that are 
realized by sweeping over multiple notes. The gestures are illustrated by the short and the long arrows in Figure A below, respectively. (Right 
pedal is fully depressed to disable the mute) 
 

      
Figure A       Figure B 
 

scratch the string 
The bass note in the second bar in this excerpt is realized by scratching along the low string, illustrated in Figure B above. 
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*Alternate these tones in free order, as fast as possible. Both hands need not be rhythmically even or synchronic. Stress an arbitrary tone
  against the dynamical context at an accented stem, the timing is proportionally notated within the bar.
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Keep playing the alternating pattern with 
liberal accents and hold pedal the same 
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* b  **





 
*Keep playing the alternating 
pattern and move to the new 
tones. Both hands in parallel 
and stay on black/white keys 
respectively.   


 **Gradually add tones to 
achieve the new tone group.

b


RP0/2

Remove the random accents.  
Keep the alternating pattern and 
move to the new tone targets.
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